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e You can view a colour copy
of this magazine on the
school website. Just log on
to:
www.maelorschool.org.uk

o  Ifyou have an interesting
school article for the next
issue then please give it to
Mrs Stewart the Community
Development Officer. Her
office is in the Library.

e  Remember : JEWELLERY
RECYCLING WEEK - 19 April to
23 April. See Page 10 for
more details.
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Dear Parent/Guardian

| am delighted to be able to report that the contractors have started work on site.
Those of you who have been to Penley recently will have seen a great deal of activ-
ity on site. Since starting work last month the work on the new bus bay has moved
on at pace and is nearing completion. The contractors have also started working on
preparing the site for the Sports Hall. The refurbishment of the existing building
also continues with the completion of the door replacement programme and replac-
ing external steps with ramps for better wheelchair access. In the near future the
internal doors to the foyer near the hall will also be upgraded. The replacement of
doors and windows has given the school a much needed facelift. 1 will keep you
informed of progress and further developments in future editions of our Magazine.

In the meantime school life continues. Recently Year 11 have been involved in
mock interviews when members of local Rotary Clubs and representatives from in-
dustry gave their time to provide our pupils with an invaluable experience. 1 would
like to thank all the volunteers for their time.

As you are aware two of our teaching staff and four sixth form students were due to
visit our partner school in Lesotho. | am pleased to report that they all arrived back
safely having had a wonderful experience. We now look forward to them sharing
their experiences with the rest of the school.

On Friday 26th February our Gymnasts competed in the Welsh Gymnastics Cham-
pionships. They performed brilliantly and all 9 pupils came away with Gold medals
and Welsh Champions titles. They are Rob Evans, Cassandra Adelmann, Beth
Langley, Mae Allen, Ben Williams, lan Edwards, Ashleigh Davies, Nick Craven
and James Roberts. They now go on to represent Wales in the British Champion-
ships in May. We all hope that they enjoy the experience and come back with more
medals.

During the next few weeks we have several of our pupils involved in trips abroad.
On Thursday 11th March two of our senior pupils will be visiting Auschwitz. At
the start of the Easter holidays 30 pupils/students from Years 9-13 will be going on
a ski trip. Further information can be found in the magazine.

I would like to thank all the parents who attended the recent PTA Quiz Night. The
PTA are currently in the process of arranging the next event which will be a Salsa
Evening on Friday 30th April in the school hall. Please check our web-site for fur-
ther information.

May | take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and wish you a
Happy Easter.

Yours sincerely
E Hall, Headteacher
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SUMMER EXAMINATION INFORMATION

Each pupil will be given 2 timetables—Yr 10s and Yr 11s will have had one already. The
first one shows the examinations and the level for which you have been entered. Check
this one to make sure that you are entered for all the exams you are expecting to take and
there are no nasty surprises.

The second timetable will be given out as early as possible in May. This timetable shows
the exam; and the TIME, the ROOM, the SEAT. All morning exams start at 9.00am. The
afternoon exams can start at 1.00pm or 1.30pm—please check.

It is your responsibility
To know the exams you are taking
To know where you are going
The time you are expected to be there
BE PREPARED — have all the correct equipment for each exam
NO MOBILE PHONES or OTHER DIGITAL EQUIPMENT. Please read the candi-
date information forms on the rules and regulations of examinations. YOU have all
been given one.

##% BARGAIN *¥%*
From the SEN department for £1 only! ALL the BLACK INK pens, pencils, maths
equipment, rubber needed—in a clear pencil case.

RESULTS DAYS

GCE (AS & A’Level) results from 10am Thursday 19th August 2010.
GCSE results from 10am Tuesday 24th August 2010 NB—YES it is on a Tuesday.

CERTIFICATES for the summer 2010 exams

will be available in school from January 2011.

If you have left the Maelor School, please come and collect your certificates. You need to
ring ahead with the following details:- your name; date of birth; the results certificates
you are expecting to collect; the year you left the school. The certificates will then be
available in Reception for you to sign for and collect.
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Maelor Students Make Their Mark

In December'09, five
Yr 12 students en-
tered The Young En-
terprise Make Your
Mark Challenge in
Cardiff with their
environmental idea of
producing small wind
turbines for schools
and homes to in-
crease childrens’ un-
derstanding of envi-
ronmental issues.

They were so impres-
sive that they won
the competition,
beating all the other
entrants in Wales!
This qualified them
to participate in the
National Make Your
Mark Challenge in
London. They were

praised for their
outstanding presen-
tation skills which
earned them a very
respectable second
place overall and the
winners of the Best
Presentation Award.

The initial competi-
tion Make Your
Mark Challenge was
part of the Welsh
Baccalaureate A*
level course in
school. The activi-
ties ensure a bal-
anced curriculum
with A" levels and
wider skills. 1tis
proving to be a lively
course allowing
plenty of room for

participation, debate and budding entrepre-
neurs.

The successful students are pictured above:

Matthew Evans, Megan Rogers, David Parry, Tom Lea
and Richard Adams with Mr Chambers who accompanied
the students on their big day.

MAELOR SCHOOL PUPILS RAISE FUNDS FOR HAITI

On Monday 25th January 2010 the school council
held a “Wear Your Own Clothes’ day to help raise
funds for the earthquake victims in Haiti.

A fantastic amount of £1000 was raised!!

The devastating earthquake hit Haiti on the
12th January 2010 measuring 7.0 on the Richter
scale causing a massive humanitarian crisis. Tens
of thousands of its inhabitants were effected leav-
ing them in great need of clean water, food,
basic sanitation, shelter and medical help.

YOUR MONEY WILL
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
*** WELL DONE EVERYONE *#*%*

Yr 10 show their support to the helpers on the day,
Louie Payton and Rebecca Ffoulkes.
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_ : Report by: Ben Healey, 6th Form Student, Vice
FOOd fo r Thou gh t Hea-l t hy Eat 1 ng Chariman of the School Council and Healthy Eating Rep.

Firstly, | would like to changes in both the .
thank all parents who canteen and kitchen any suggestions
supported the school funded by The Appe- you may have to
and attended the Appe- tite for Life scheme. be forwarded to:
tite for Life evening on This will hopefully

January 28th, which bring changes to the EngHg;a :\%ls ?jgyd
proved to be a great menus!

(Deputy Head).

success. Nearly £60
was raised which will go ~ AS the Healthy

towards our canteen. Eating Repre-
sentative for the

The evening was put on school, | would

to give parents more like to ask for Mrs J(I’”e;' 'V”Shs Ford and
say in what their chil- parents to en- :\g(:skilﬁ 03]{0&; detg‘t’f]g'g%tm
dren eat at school as courage their e 9 9
well as seeing what is children to e
already on offer. Over choose the
the next few weeks we healthier options Parents join in the fun, but
are hoping to see new and also ask for what are they eating??727?
Ya it ? 27
P.T.A. Quiz Night , g £
[ N
The P.T.A. Quiz Night ~ Mr Lewis took 3 place went 0 @

was held on Friday 5th  charge and did a to Quiz Team
February at The Buck great job shouting out Agilleria with 127 and

House I—éotel in Ban- the_ qUﬁstlonst.les - el e I S
gor-on-Dee. voice has notbeen e Ryders eam, Easy
- . Ryders with 119.
There was a fabulous thanks to him for giv- d
turnout of 93 people ing up his Friday night _ Mg elltl, @it GHeyls (ool
. . £367 was raised on ing for new committee mem-
which made an im- to help out. bers 1o raise school find
- the night. The P.T.A,  Derstoraise school funds.

pressive 17 teams.

What was really great ~ The winners were, thank all those who Ifyou feel you could help in
to see was the number  again, Inquizition came and made it such  any way please contact Mrs
on pupils there with who had an impressive @ €njoyable evening.  Stewart at the school 01948

. . . 830291.
family and friends. 138 points, second
Top Books From Our School Library

V TOP TEN Books for GIRLS TOP TEN Books for BOYS v
PC Cast - Marked (House of Night) BBC Books - Best Bits: Mad Cars

Morris Gleitzman - Once BBC Books - Big Book of Top Gear 2010

Matt Groening (ed.) - Bart Simpson’s Guide to Life Terry Deary - 20th Centruy (Horrible Histories)

John Grogan - Marley: A Dog Like No Other Charlie Higson - Danger Society: The Young Bond Dossier
Cathy Hopkins - Mates, Dates and Portobello Princesses Hulk Hogan - Hollywood Hulk Hogan

Kinney Jeff - Dog Days: Book 4 Elin Morgan - Seven Wonders of Wales

Justin Somper - Demons of the Ocean (Vampirates: Bk1) Justin Richards - Doctor Who: Creatures and Demons
Maggie Stiefvater - Shiver Justin Somper - Blood Captain (Vampirates: Bk3)

Mike Tucker - Merlin: Valiant Karen Traviss - Blooklines

Stephenie Meyer - New Moon Nick Freeth - Learn to Play the Guitar
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Yr 9-13 Ski Trip to Alpe d’Huez
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This Easter a group of pupils from
Yr 9—13 are going on a ski trip
for 7 days. They will be heading
off to Alpe D'Huez in the French
Alps on 28th March. The trip will
give students the chance to learn/
develop a new skill as well as use
their language skills learned at
school to communicate

en Francais.

In preparation for the trip, stu-
dents have had the chance to
make two visits to the Chill Factor
in Manchester. Both beginners
and pros took to the snow and
whetted their appetites for the
real thing.

We wish them a most enjoyable, and safe trip, and look
forward to giving you an up-date in the next edition of
the school magazine

LESSONS FROM AUSCHWITZ PROJECT

Two of our Yr 12 students, Sara Williams and James Yorke, are about to have a History lesson with a dif-
ferent. They have been accepted on to a unique four-part accredited course offered by the Holocaust Edu-
cational Trust for students aged 16-18 . The Lessons from Auschwitz Project consists of two seminars, a
one-day visit to Poland and a Next Steps Project through which students pass on the lessons they have
learned.

The students will learn about: pre-war Jewish life, hear a Holocaust Survivor speak of their experiences,
visit Auschwitz for a day, take part in a commemorative ceremony, have a seminar to reflect their experi-
ence and devise practical ideas for passing on the lessons of the Holocaust.

Now in its 12th Year, the Government-funded Lessons from Auschwitz (LFA) Project encourages stu-
dents to examine where unchecked prejudice and discrimination can lead, and to pass these lessons on to
their peers at school and the local community.
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Fiddler on the Roof - PICTURE GALLERY
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Fiddler on the Roof 1(]&[61’

Our Christmas production this year was the classic  OIN the
Fiddler on the Roof which ran for five nights, f
14th to 18th December 2009. o0

The original direction was reproduced by our
Drama teacher, Mrs Grant Ryder, the choreography
reproduced by Ms Royston and the musical director was Mrs Lucas. The
whole cast included pupils from Year 7 right up to 6th Form in varying
roles not only on stage but in the orchestra, lighting, sound and
props.

They all pulled together to produce outstanding performances throughout
the week and as Mrs Grant Ryder said “Working on the school production
was hard work, but it was very rewarding and enormous fun! Well done
everyone.”.

Year 7 Poetry

Holiday, by Lydia Platt 7GD

| remember the turquoise sea,
Its roaring waves left presents of glistening pebbles before it retreated once again,
| remember how it purred like a cat when your soft hand stroked it,
It covered the sand like a luxurious blanket,
The sea
Whining, Crashing, Roaring, Running away.
| remember the heat of the golden sun,
Scorching human flesh,
The heat blistering young human feet,
The sun reflected in the water like a flame in a mirror,
The scorched, parched throats,
Choking dry.
| remember laughing children eating the scrummiest ice-cream the beach had to offer,
Loudly queuing up for the carousel,
An old man trying to catch a darting fish on the pier,
Losing all my money in the noisy arcade when trying to win a toy tiger,
Riding on Noddy the donkey across the warm, yellow sand.
| remember the dismal ride home
Embarrassed children,
Mum screaming “Jill we need to go home”,
A moaning Dad,
Sand in the car and curly wurly shells scattered everywhere.

il JE[ 1




ISSUE 2, EASTER

Music Updates

Our Music Depart-
ment have been busy
this term preparing for
three events.

Music For Youth in-
volves our String
Orchestra and will be
held on 20th March at
Rhosnesni High
School, Wrexham.

Oswestry Youth Mu-
sic Festival is an event
for our Percussion
Group and is held be-
tween Tuesday 4th

Maelor School Teacher’s

Chris Gozzard,
Physics Teacher at
the Maelor School,
has taken up the
chance of a six
month teaching
placement at

St. Saviour's High
School, Lesotho,
South-

ern Africa. In the
photograph he is
introducing practi-
cal Science with a
pendulum experi-
ment.

Maelor School be-
gan the link with

4
]

2010

March and
Sunday 7th
March at the
Methodist
Church and Christ-
church.

16th March is the
date for our own
school Music Concert
involving our senior
students only. This
new timetabled event
allows those who will
be very busy with ex-
ams after the Easter
holidays to show just

the African school
some four years
ago and teachers
and pupils from
both countries have
had the chance to
step into one an-
other"s shoes and
find out what life is
really like in a very
different part of
the world. Pupils
from both schools
have posted work
to one another, on
topics ranging from
food and water to
autobiographies,
poetry and music.
Schools link co-
ordinator, and
Maelor School Mu-
sic Teacher, Norah

what they
can do.
Many of
them have
been learning to play
instruments and sing
for some years now
and can perform to a
high standard. There
will be a Summer
Concert later during
the summer term for
our more junior pu-
pils to show you how
well they can keep up
with the seniors!!

Lucas said: "The students in both schools are
fascinated to hear from one another

and exchanging the work they have done gives
their school work a whole new dimension. It
makes climate change very real when you hear
about it from an African point of view."

Next month, 4 sixth formers and 2 more
teachers from Maelor School will make the
long journey to Lesotho for a ten day visit to
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MOSAIC WORK UNDERWAY

20 Year 7 pupils have been chosen to design and make a Mosaic to be put up outside the school. Work has started and the
photographs show them busy at the design stage.

Wrexham Community Focused Schools have been given funding to complete this project along with 9 other primary schools
which come under the Maelor area umbrella. There are a number of different projects in the other schools, such as Round
Houses, Climbing Walls, Adventure Trails and Wigwams, going ahead all with the main aim to provide opportunities for prob-
lem solving to develop the pupil’s thinking skills in an outdoor environment.

Mrs Tricia Jones is a specialist in mosaic work and she is helping guide our pupils to produce our very own with the theme of
‘Healthy Eating’. It will eventually be displayed permanently alongside the school canteen where the pupils line up outside for
lunch.

THE MAELOR SCHOOL COUNCIL—WHAT IT IS and WHAT THEY DO
The Maelor School Council consists of 2 representatives (boy & girl) from each Year group. The School Council members are
democratically voted for the Form representatives of their individual Year groups. The procedures following by Form Groups in
the annual elections are as close to formal election processes as possible.

Once clected, members of the School Council vote for the positions of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary.
Those pupils/students who take on these roles have specific responsibilities and duties.

The pupils/students who sit on the School Council have an important role to play in representing the views and concerns of the
pupil body of The Maelor School. They do this in a number of ways. Two weeks before the half termly School Council meeting,
Year representatives meet to discuss issues or concerns that have been raised by pupils in their forms. The School Council mem-
bers make notes of the points raised and pass them onto the Chairperson. The notes are then collated by the Chairperson and an
agenda for the meeting of the full School Council is formulated. Individual pupils/students who have a concern or idea they wish
to inform the School Council about are also encouraged to approach any member of the Council.

Meetings of the School Council are well managed by the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson and they ensure that every representa-
tive has the opportunity to contribute to the meeting. Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Lynn Lloyd, attends the meetings and is able to
clarify the school’s position or the practicalities of the areas discussed. Two members of the School Council are elected as Associ-
ate Pupil Governors and they attend meetings of the Pupil Welfare Sub-committee where they, again, represent the views of the
pupils of The Maelor School.

The Maelor School Council has been involved in many decisions from the appointment of the Headteacher to the changes in the
school uniform. They are responsible for deciding each year which charities the school supports and the fund raising events which
take place. Any pupil/student is able to make representation to the School Council if they feel particularly strongly about support-
ing particular charities. The School Council will listen carefully to representations and reach a decision by majority vote. This year
the charities chosen by the School Council are those supported by Wrexham Mayor’s Charity Fund, including Hope House and
Wrexham Maelor Hospital Children’s Ward, as well as Operation Christmas Child. The Council also agreed to support the egg
producing programme of the pupils in our partner school, St Saviour’s in Lesotho.

The activities of the School Council are too numerous to list here, but currently they are making a major contribution to the
school’s efforts to become a Healthy School . They continue to play a crucial role in the life of the school and would welcome any
ideas or points pupils/students would like to make for discussion at future School Council meetings.



ISSUE 2, EASTER 2010

Page 10

MAELOR SCHOOL REUNION TEAM - DONATION

The Maelor School Reunion Team,
pictured left, had a successful eve-
ning prior to Christmas'09. Not only
did everyone enjoy the event but
over £900 was raised which has been
split between two charities and a do-
nation given to the school of £300!
This money will be put towards the
refurbishment of our school swim-
ming pool. A special ‘Thanks’ to all
those involved .

From left to right: Front Row—Mary (Houlding) Ellson and Nicola Kettle
Back Row—Claire Roberts, Julie (Davies) Bott, Tracey (Kettle) Eccles, Helen Rolfe and Rachel Spurr

9, Bubb 9

Swim for Moneys

A big THANK YOU to Angela Howard
and all those who took part in the sponso
wim during the summer holiday 200

A massive £500 was raised and has been
passed on to the school. Again the money
@ will go towards the refurbishment of the
school swimming pool which is also used
by swimming clubs such as
Bubbles in the evenings and weekends.

Angela has taught children at the Maelor
School on Friday evenings and Saturday
mornings for many years and we thank

her for the support.

©
C ou are interested in the sw'al in
sons contact:
Angela on 01829 271514 or
angela_lch@btinternet.com

2 5::,;

oD o,
THANK YOU!! ""’é. =

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL
WHQO SENT IN BAG2SCHOOL.

WE RAISED £232

THIS MONEY WILL ALSO GO
TOWARDS OUR SWIMMING
POOL REFURBISHMENT.

JEWELLERY RECYCLING WEEK

MON 196h APRIL &) C%
to FRI 23rd APRIL 89
SEND IN UNWANTED
JEWELLERY AND RAISE MONEY
FOR OUR SCHOOL

Absolutely any unwanted jewellery
such as odd earrings, broken chains
or watches and costume jewellery

Pupils who take part stand a chance
of winning an Art Pencil Set
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Exam Information Sep 2009-July 2010

Maths Challenge
Thursday 29 April - Junior Maths Challenge for Year 7 & 8

Orals and Practicals - Years 10, 11,12 & 13
These take place from January for Art and from Mid April - 15 May for PE, Music and Drama.
Science ISA’s take place throughout the year.

Wed 21 to Fri 23 April - Welsh Short Course orals GCSE Year 10
Mon 26 to Wed 28 Apr Welsh Full Course orals GCSE Year 11
Wed 28 to Fri 30 Apr French orals GCSE Year 11

Tue 4 to Thu 6 May Spanish orals GCSE Year 11

MAIN EXAM PERIOD FOR GCSE/GCE—all pupils will be given an individual exam timetable
START MON 17 MAY END WED 30 JUNE YRS 10,11,12 & 13

Year 10 GCSE Dates

Tue 18 May - Humanities Paper 1

Tue 25 May - Humanities Paper 2

Fri 18 June - Welsh Short Course Reading & Writing
Tue 22 June - Welsh Short Course Listening

Mon 21 June - Maths Module 1

Fri 25 June - Statistics

Wed 9 June - Science Biology

Wed 16 June - Science Chemistry

Thu 24 June - Science Physics

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE DATE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND MRS V KNOWLES,
EXAMS OFFICER, WILL INFORM TEACHERS AND PUPILS OF CHANGES IN ADVANCE

Please note that for holiday purposes of the Year 11s and Year 13s ALL exams will be finished by 30 June.

Preparation for Exams

1t is very important that students arrive promptly and properly equipped for the exam. They should make
sure that they know what they need to bring for each subject before the day - this will aid a calm state of
mind!

They will ALWAYS need a pen with BLACK ink
For Maths exams they will need mathematical equipment eg calculator, rulers

. For Design Technology exams they are allowed crayons

. All exam equipment needs to be in a CLEAR BAG OR PENCIL CASE

Each pupil has been given a copy of the rules and regulations of sitting an exams and also the regulations
applying to coursework or controlled assessments. Read them in good time before exams.

Please Note: you should have all equipment ready the evening before. Too many pupils are still expecting
the school to have an endless supply of pens, pencils etc to buy each morning. Some have been known to
buy 10 pens in a week because they have not come prepared. AVA is not a shop and must only be used in
emergencies.

BE PREPARED, GIVING YOURSELF THE BEST
POSSIBLE CHANCE TO DO WELL IN YOUR EXAMS - GOOD LUCK TO YOU ALL!!
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APRIL 2010
Monday 12th
Tuesday 13th
Thursday 29th

Friday 30th

MAY 2010
Monday 3rd
Tuesday 4th

Wednesday 5th
Thursday 6th
Friday 7th
Monday 10th
Tuesday 11th
Thursday 13th
Monday 17th
Friday 21st
Friday 28th

JUNE 2010
Monday 7th
Wednesday 16th
Thursday 24th

Friday 25th

Tuesday 29th
Wednesday 30th

JULY 2010
Thursday 1st

Monday 5th

Tuesday 6th
Thursday 8th
Saturday 10th
Monday 12th

Friday 16th
Saturday 17th

2010 Page 12

Diary Dates

Staff Training Day (school closed to pupils)
School re-opens to all

Junior Maths Challenge Yrs 7 & 8

Yr 12 (B) Biology Practical Exam all day

Yr 12 (F) Biology Practical Exam all day

MAY DAY—School Closed

School Open to all

Yr 9 Test Week

Yr 13 Biology Practical Exam all day
Yr 12 Chemistry Practical Exam all day
Yr 12 Chemistry Practical Exam all day
Yr 13 Chemistry Practical Exam all day
PG Day (Personnal Guidance Day)

Yr 11 Celebration Evening 7pm

All External Exams Start

Yr 10 Report to Parents

School Closes for Half Term

School re-opens after half term 8.55am

Yr 8 Health Day

Yr 8 Parents’ Evening & PG Day (Personnal
Guidance Day)

Yr 9 & 12 Reports to Parents

Yr 11 Prom at the Ramada, Wrexham

Sports Day

Reserve Sports Day. External Exams Finish.

Charity Fair Afternoon

Non Uniform Day

First week of Yr 10 Work Experience
Yr 12 Work Experience (1 week)

Yr 6 Parents Intake Evening 7.00pm
Yr 6 Common Transfer Day

Yr 8 Humanities French Trip departs
Second week of Yr 10 Work Experience
Start of Activities Week

School Closes for Summer Holiday
Yr 8 Humanities French Trip returns




